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1 . S This communication is responsive to 9/12/05 . 

2. M The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-5.7. 9-13,15-21. 23. and 25 . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
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3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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Examiner's Amendment / Reasons for Allowance 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mary Lou Wakimura on 3/23/06. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
Begin amendments 

Claim 1, on line 11, replace the phrase "goal; and" with -goal;--. 

Claim 1, on line 13, replace the phrase "identified." with -identified; and—. 

Claim 1 , after line 13, add the phrase -wherein the response is a computer application 

program command based on the utterance representation.--. 

Cancel claim 8. 

Claim 17, on line 2, replace the phrase "a computer usable medium for" with -a 
computer for--. 

Claim 17, on line 4, replace the phrase "the computer usable medium," with -the 
computer readable medium,--. 

Claim 17, on line 16, replace the phrase "goal; and" with -goal;--. 

Claim 17, on line 18, replace the phrase "identified." with -identified; and—. 
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Claim 1 7, after line 1 8, add the phrase -wherein the response is a computer application 
program command based on the utterance representation.-. 
Cancel claim 24. 
Cancel claim 26. 
End amendments 



Reasons for allowance 
2. Claims 1-5, 7, 9-13, 15-21, 23 and 25 are allowed. 

It is noted that the closest prior art of record, Abella et al. (U.S. Patent 6,044,347) 
disclose methods for rule-based dialogue management using speech recognition, but 
Abella et al. do not teach generating an application specific goal derived from the 
utterance representation, wherein the application specific goal and the utterance 
representation are propositions comprising attribute-object-value triples, the proposition 
corresponding to the utterance representation being derived from a frame 
representation; and analyzing the utterance representation based on the application 
specific goal and a corresponding set of goal-directed rule's condition to the application 
specific goal that may be taken in a domain associated with the application specific 
goal; and generating a response based on the analysis of the utterance representation if 
ambiguous information is identified. Thus, independent claims 1, 9, 17 and 25 are 
allowable over the prior art of record because the cited prior art alone or in combination, 
does not fairly suggest or disclose the claimed combination of features. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to V. Paul Harper whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7605. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Hudspeth can be reached on (571) 272-7843. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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V. Paul Harper 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2626 



